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We deeply regret to 
announce The death of 


Dr. C. P. Stevens 


Director of the Society 
since 1957 
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A TELEPHONE call on Boxing Day told us the news we were dreading to hear: Dr. 

C. P. Stevens who had been our Director for nearly ten years had died that morning. 
He had not been ill for long—little over a week—the shock was, therefore, sudden and 
great. 

Charles Phillips Stevens joined The Society in March, 1957, when it was still strug- 
gling to alert the community to the needs of spastics. He came, in fact, on the eve of our 
great expansion programme, and it was not long before he had settled in to the big 
job that lay ahead of him in seeing that this was implemented. 

Dr. Stevens came to The Society with a wide blend of experience. A doctor trained 
at Edinburgh University, he had served for some years in the Royal Army Medical Corps, 
and had been General Secretary to the John Lewis Partnership. Educated at Beaumont. 
he was a staunch Catholic and one of the highlights of his life was when he was granted 
an audience by the Pope last year when he was in Rome for a cerebral palsy symposium. 

C.P., as he was affectionately known, was a gentle, kindly and sympathetic man with 
a deep sense of compassion for those who suffered from any kind of handicap. He under- 
took voluntary work in other charitable fields such as the ‘Fight for Sight’ Campaign 
and, he was, of course, Chairman of Sembal Trust. He had a lively sense of humour and 
delighted in a little leg-pulling at his staff meetings. On other occasions, he was always 
able to produce the apt poetic quotation from his well-stocked mind. 

Although his work with The Society left him very little leisure for his outside interests, 
such as gardening or collecting old coins, he found relaxation on holiday in painting, 
and the pictures in his office were a testimony to his skill. At his home in Maidenhead 
he was a keen rose-grower, and in summer he generally sported a choice bloom in his 
button-hole. But above all, he took delight in family life, with his nine children. 

He was most approachable in his manner, and this helped greatly in his role as 
spokesman for The Society whether broadcasting, televising or speaking to the Press. 
He also had a keen sense of news values and not long after his appointment made 
headline news as the ‘German Measles Doctor’ when he held a party at his home with 
the object of infecting his children so that they would be immunised against a more 
dangerous attack in adult life. 

C.P. was a very happily married man. His wife, Betty, shared his interests and was 
at his side to support him on all public occasions, Our sympathy and affection go to 
her and all the members of the family in their very great loss. 


The Chairman’‘s 
New Year Message 


SQUEEZE MAY HALT EXPANSION 
OF WORK FOR SPASTICS 


APDIANS to bring badly needed help to 

parents of spastic children on a large 
scale throughout the country in 1967 
will have to be curtailed’ says Mr. W. A. 
Burn, Chairman of The Spastics Society 
in a New Year message. 


‘Although we have already set up family help 
units in Nottingham, Manchester and 
Plymouth, and will open another in 
Cardiff this year, at least eight others 
are badly needed to meet this acute 
problem. But as each costs in the region 
of £75,000 to build and equip we need 
an extra £600,000 to carry on this 
work’. 


Despite the squeeze Mr. Burn says that the 
Society opened more centres during 
1966 than in any other year since it was 
founded 15 years ago. But the Society 
and its local groups have now 105 
schools and centres to maintain and ad- 
minister, and unless we raise more funds 
in 1967 progress on new projects must 
be slowed’. 


Referring to the family help units plan, Mr. 
Burn said, ‘The plight of the parents 
of handicapped children is one of the 
greatest social problems of our age. Only 
those who have a spastic child can know 
the strain and sacrifice entailed and its 
effect on family life. We cannot take 
away the heartache but we can do much 
to ease the parents’ troubles by looking 
after the children and giving father and 
mother an occasional break and time for 
the rest of the family’. 


NEED FOR MORE WORK CENTRES 


‘More work centres are needed too’, says 
Mr, Burn, ‘so that more spastics can 
be trained to earn a living and become 
independent. In 1961 we had training 
facilities for only 75 spastics but now 
we have 23 work centres. employing 675 
men and women. We have plans for a 
further 32 centres with approximately 
1,000 additional places but the rate of 
expansion in the coming year will have 
to be cut unless more money can be 
found for this vital work’. 


‘Apart from those working in our own 
centres, over 1,400 spastics once con- 
sidered unemployable have been found 
jobs in industry and commerce under 
normal working conditions. 


‘Other needs with which we are particularly 
concerned include a long waiting list of 
adult spastics who require permanent 


care. Each year, too, another 1,000 
spastic babies are born. 
‘Through the generosity of the public, 


Britain now leads the world in the care 
of spastics but we face an ever increas- 
ing bill of costs. Building prices con- 
tinue to rise, equipment and mainten- 
ance charges climb every year. Many of 
our badly needed projects have to be 
deferred through lack of funds. 


‘Nineteen-sixty-seven coming as it does in the 
midst of a “squeeze” means that money 
will be even tighter. It will be a year 
of challenge for us and we must go all 
out to meet it’. 
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New Hope for the North— 


Slynedales Industrial Training Centre 


Laying of the Foundation Stone Ceremony 
reported by Anne Plummer 


THE FOUNDATION STONE was laid on 
22nd November, for the Society’s new 
Industrial Training Centre at Slynedales 
Lancaster. The ceremony was performed 
by Mr. C. F. Carter, M.A., Vice-Chan- 
cellor of Lancaster University, who was 
welcomed to the site by Dr. Sylvia 
Guthrie, a member of The Spastics 
Society’s Executive Committee. 

The building, as yet only partially 
completed, is situated in nearly five acres 
of ground, acquired through the sym- 
pathetic co-operation of Lancaster City 


Council. Overlooking pleasant country- 
side, it is yet within easy reach of the 
centre of this historic city. Designed by 
a local firm of architects in conjunction 
with the Society’s Development Depart- 
ment, it is an extensive two-storey build- 
ing in the modern style with additional 
rooms in a kind of penthouse structure 
over part of the central area. This extra 
height will help to break the monotony of 
the flat roofline. 

Built with a specific purpose in mind, 
it has an advantage over many of the 
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Society’s earlier centres which have been 
converted from old houses. Expected to 
be ready for occupation in summer, 1967, 
it will provide residential accommodation 
in small dormitories, for 66 spastic men 
and women, with two single rooms for 
senior trainees. In the workshop wing 
training will be given in light engineering 
and other industrial work. There will 
also be instruction in trades special to 
the North of England such as_ the 
machine sewing of industrial garments. 
The .girls will be taught cooking and 
other household skills in the specially- 
equipped domestic section. 

As at Sherrards, trainees will be care- 
fully assessed during the initial period of 
their stay and subsequently given special 
instruction in the type of work for which 
they show most aptitude. Duration of 
training will vary from six to twelve 
months according to individual needs. 


A Long-felt Need 


In her address of welcome Dr. Guthrie 
said that, as a Consultant Paediatrician, 
she was kept so busy with the treatment 
of young children that there was not 
always time to consider what would hap- 
pen when they grew up. She had been 
impressed by achievements at Sherrards, 
however, and said that there had been 
a long-felt need for something similar in 
the North. She wished the young trainees 
happy and useful lives and finished her 
speech by handing to the Vice-Chancel- 
lor a metal cylinder about two feet long. 
This contained the Society’s 196 Annual 
Report, the November issue of SPASTICS 
News, a copy of The Times, and a 
Lancaster newspaper. 

Mr. Carter was asked to place the 
cylinder into a hollow section of brick- 


WELL AND TRULY LAID: Mr. C. F. Carter, 
Vice-Chancellor of Lancaster University, lay- 
ing the foundation stone at Slynedales. 
Others in the picture are (L. to R.): Dr. 
Sylvia Guthrie, of the Executive Committee, 
Mrs. Carter, the Town Clerk, Mr. J. D. 
Waddell, and the Mayor of Lancaster, 
Councillor E. Jones 
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work which was then cemented over. A 
coin of the Realm having been placed in 
the cement, the Foundation Stone, in- 
scribed with details of the ceremony, was 
carefully lowered into place on top. The 
Vice-Chancellor tapped the block the 
traditional three times on each corner 
and declared it ‘Well and truly laid’. 

By now a chill winter dusk was be- 
ginning to fall and the assembled party 
of about 60 people thankfully transferred 
to Lancaster Town Hall. Here an ex- 
cellent tea was waiting in the banqueting 
hall, a long panelled room of municipal 
splendour, hung with portraits of past 
mayors. The guests included local Group 
officers, architects and contractors’ repre- 
sentatives, the Press and several members 
of The Spastics Society staff who are 
based in the North of England. 

Beside Dr. Guthrie and the Vice- 
Chancellor on the top table were Mrs. 
L. Stockdale, M.B.E., member of the 
Executive Committee and Chairman of 
the Sale, Altrincham and District Group, 
the Mayor of Lancaster and the Chair- 
man of the Rural District Council in 
whose area the Centre is actually situ- 
ated. 


A Healthy Sign 


After tea, Mr. Carter made a speech, 
giving two examples from his own family 
circle of how both the young and the 
unhandicapped resent unnecessary help. 
He felt that this desire for independence 
was a healthy sign and thought the new 
Industrial Training Centre would be an 
excellent way of fostering a spirit of self- 
reliance amongst the young people who 
would be living there. 

Commenting upon the numbers of 
spastics born in this country, he said that 
the problem seemed worse now than it 
‘ever had been as many children with 
cerebral palsy were now growing up who, 
in the past, would probably never have 
survived infancy. The Spastics Society, 
however, was doing much to alleviate the 
position by opening centres such as this. 
He felt that the Lancaster Centre was 
very well placed for the industrial areas 
of the North West and thought that local 
firms should be able to keep the trainees 
supplied with sub-contract work. 

He said that the Centre should not be 
regarded in any way as an Institution and 
hoped that the citizens of Lancaster 
would welcome the trainees into the life 
of the community. Finally, he congratu- 
lated Dr. Guthrie and the Society as a 
whole on the good work that was being 
done for spastics. 

The afternoon’s proceedings were 
brought to a close by Mr. D. Lancaster- 
Gaye, Development Secretary, who pro- 
posed a vote of thanks to Mr. Carter, 
Dr. Guthrie and all those concerned in 
the building of the new Centre. 


SPASTICS NEWS, JANUARY 1967 


THE BARE-BONES OF A DREAM: The frame that still has to be clad will house some 66 
young people it is hoped by next July, in modern accommodation for training 


Derby Centre opened by 


Lady Barnett 


‘IT IS WRONG FOR PEOPLE to think spastics 
are retarded mentally, because many of 
them are very intelligent’, said Sir Albert 
Martin, Chairman of the Sheffield 
Regional Hospital Board, who presided 
at the official opening of the Derby 
Centre for Handicapped Children, at the 
Derbyshire Royal Infirmary, on Tuesday. 

He said that many spastics had de- 
veloped talents with the help of The 
Spastics Society, which would probably 
have lain dormant otherwise. 

Sir Albert, told those present that the 
causes of physical handicap were still a 
bit of a mystery, although the Health 
Service was benefiting from the work of 
Voluntary Associations. 

Lady (Isobel) Barnett, who declared 
the new centre open, said that The 
Spastics Society was one of the things 
that she was very glad to be associated 
with on any occasion. 

Lady Barnett said that when she had 
opened a similar centre in Leicester, she 
had been impressed by the small group 
who were pioneering in the medical pro- 
fession, with the treatment of spastics, 
and felt then, that she had to become 
involved in the work being done. 

She reported that not only had the 


society developed regionally, but also 
nationally. 

She paid tribute to the parents of 
handicapped children, whom she said had 
originally had the burden of dealing with 
these children. 

‘It is over-burdened people who have 
contributed so much to the help of The 
Spastics Society’, she said. 

She concluded, by expressing the hope 
that through research the cause or causes 
‘of this terrible infliction’, could be dis- 
covered. 

Other speakers at the opening were 
Rev. H. R. Joyce, Anglican Chaplain to 
the Derbyshire Royal Infirmary, who 
dedicated the centre with a prayer, Coun. 
A. Lamb, who accepted the centre on 
behalf of the Derby No. 1 Hospital Man- 
agement Committee, Mr. D. Lancaster- 
Gaye who expressed thanks to Lady 
Barnett on behalf of Dr. C. P. Stevens, 
Director of The Spastics Society and Dr. 
G. M. Cochraine, Consultant in Physical 
Medicine, Derbyshire Royal Infirmary, 
who expressed thanks to the Chairman 
of the Board for presiding. 

Also present at the opening were the 
Mayor of Derby, Coun. Mrs. E. E. 


Armstrong and Ald. Mr. E. A, Armstrong. 
(Courtesy: Derbyshire Advertiser) 
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Lance is now an 
Undergrad 


A SUCCESS story to cheer younger 
spastics slogging away at their 
G.C.E.’s is that of 20-year-old Lance 
Green. 


The son of a police inspector, Lance 
was at Thomas Delarue, where he took 
two ‘A’ Levels, in English and French, 
and then had a year at the Newport and 
Monmouthshire Technical College where 
he passed, in June, Maths. He has now 
been admitted to University College, 
Cardiff. 


The Dean, Prof. R. J. C. Atkinson, re- 
grets that the buildings are not particu- 
larly well adapted for the physically 
disabled, but Lance says that he gets a 
lot of help from everybody and his main 
headache is finding somewhere to park 
his automatic car near the college! 


He started driving at 14, took his first 
licence at 17, and passed the driving test 
at his first attempt. His walking is pain- 
fully slow, and he has the effective use 
of only one hand, which makes carrying 
books, etc., a bit of a problem. But when 
he attends lectures, other students volun- 
teer to make notes on a carbon copy, 
which he then takes home to the Police 
House, Abercain, and writes them up on 
his electric typewriter seen above. 


His mother, Mrs. Katherine Green, 
who became a house mother at Delarue 
to be on hand, has done everything in 
her power to help Lance to become in- 
dependent and to cope with the problems 
ft » 
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(Courtesy: Western Mail) 
Lance Green and his electric typewriter 


of buses and shops, 
ete, 

She must be a 
proud woman today, 
to know that her son 
is now on his way to 
a career. 


The Society’s 
Contribution 
at Aberfan 


IN SPITE OF THE very 
great public sym- 
pathy and practical 
help that were offered 
to the families who 
lost their children in 
the Aberfan disaster, it is obvious that 
the next few years are going to be ex- 
tremely difficult ones for everyone in the 
area. The Medical Officer of Health for 
Merthyr Tydfil, in recognising this need, 
discussed the special problems with the 
Tavistock Institute of Human Relations 
and other specialists and was advised that 
a family caseworker would be the essen- 
tial spear-point of any service that they 
proposed to offer to the bereaved families. 
As a result of these preliminary talks the 
Medical Officer of Health for Merthyr 
Tydfil has asked the Director of The 
Spastics Society if Miss Audrey Davey, 
who has been our Regional Social Worker 
in South Wales for the past four years, 
could be released to undertake this very 
special family casework for a year. Miss 
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GENERAL MEETINGS—1967 


Extraordinary General Meeting— 
20th May (venue to be decided later). 


Annual General Meeting— 
§ 4th November in London. 
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Davey is very well-known in South Wales 
and it is a great tribute to her work with 
families with spastic children that she 
should be asked to take on this very 
difficult task with the families in Aberfan 
who are suffering acutely from shock and 
grief. 

It will not be easy to manage without 
Miss Davey for the next 12 months, but 
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news and view 


we feel sure that all the families with 
whom she has worked will agree that it 
was right for the Society to offer her 
services to those who are, perhaps, in 
greater need at this time. We know that 
this will be a very difficult year’s work 
for Miss Davey but we give her our good 
wishes and will look forward to her re- 
joining us in I2 months’ time. 


Show a Leg There 
WE RECENTLY RECEIVED a report on fund 


raising activities from one of our collec- 
tors. The following is an extract:— 


‘Where Beacons are dragging their 
“feet”, I visit the hotel on a Saturday 
evening and take a “display lady’s leg” 
trimmed with a fancy garter and invite 
the company to throw a coin in the leg 
top. It has proved a winner! 


‘To date the legs have pulled in 
£26 18s. od. since 12th September.’ 


New Hotel for Spastics 
in Jersey 


A HOLIDAY HOTEL for handicapped people 
and their families is in course of construc- 
tion in Jersey. The inspiration for this 
hotel can be directly attributed to the 
many parties of spastics who have spent 
holidays in the Island as guests of the 
Jersey Spastics Society. The hotel is an 
extension of the home of Mrs. Elizabeth 
Ashton Edwards who, with her late hus- 
band, was the first hostess to have spastic 
holiday guests in Jersey. 


The Lions Club of Jersey took the idea 
to their heart and through their enthusi- 
astic efforts the necessary money has been 
raised to build the hotel. A gala opening 
is planned for next April 28th when 
British and Irish Lions Clubs will be 
holding their annual convention in Jersey. 
The Variety Club of Great Britain are 
presenting a Sunshine Mini-Coach at 
the same time. 


The hotel, which will cater for 24, will 
be a seasonal hotel open from the end of 
April until mid-October. Mrs. Edwards 
will be running the hotel herself and all 
enquiries about bookings should be ad- 
dressed to: Mrs. E. Ashton Edwards, 
Maison des Landes, St. Ouen, Jersey, 
CI. Tel.: West 683. 
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: THE SOCIETY ON THE TELLY 
—DON’T MISS IT! 

The ‘Scrutiny’ programme team 
visited 12 Park Crescent just be- 
fore Christmas and spent five hours 
filming the work of the Appeals 
Department. 

A meeting of the S.0.S. Com- 
mittee was filmed, donations from 
the Seals Campaign, and discussion 
with the Director and the Assistant 
Director (Appeals and Information). 

The programme ‘Scrutiny’ will 
be shown on B.B.C. 1 on 27th 
January, 1967, at 9.05 pm. The 
programme is about fund raising 
by several charities and will last for 
twenty-five minutes. 
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The Headmaster, 

Thomas Delarue School 

‘Mr. P. K. MayHeEw, M.A., Principal of 
Dene Park, has been appointed the Head- 


master of the Thomas Delarue School to 
succeed Mr. G. D. C. Tudor, M.A., when 


Mr. Tudor relinquishes the 
Headmastership to take up a 
new appointment as Principal 
of the New Star Centre, 
Cheltenham, in March. 

Mr. Mayhew will continue, 
for the time being, as Prin- 
cipal of the Further Education 
Centre to assure the continu- 
ance of the work he has begun 
at Dene Park. He will con- 
tinue to be assisted in that 
Centre by Mr. J. H. Witney, 
who has been promoted to a 
new post of Warden and 
Deputy Principal and will be 
responsible for the day-to-day 
administration and for the 
supervision of the Centre’s programme. 

We would like to wish these two 
teachers every success in their appoint- 
ments in two of the most important 
Society establishments, both of which are 
designed to implement the Society’s en- 
deavour to prepare young spastics to enter 
full and useful lives through education 
and training. 


(Courtesy: Hemel Hempstead Gazette 
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The line-up of two football teams who took part in a charity game in Berkhamsted in aid of 

the Hertfordshire Society. They were ‘United’, the B.B.C. T.V. team, and the local team. The 

event was arranged by the President, Mr. William Lucas, the well-known actor, and Berkham- 

sted won by four goals to two in a hard-fought game. it is estimated that over 2,500 people 

attended and the Group hope to have raised about £200. Autograph hunters were busy too, 
as some of the actresses in the series came to give their support 
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(Courtesy: Wolverhampton Express and Star) 


Brian Fereday being assisted by Sue Coates in making 


crackers for the Christmas Fair 


Lending a Hand at the 
Smiling Faces Club 

THE SMILING FACES CLUB at Wolver- 
hampton is run by Clunis Chesworth and 
her husband Robert, who were concerned 
at the need for a social outlet for school- 
leaver spastics. ‘It’s a lot of fun’, says 
Clunis, and her voluntary helpers who 
come along every week seem to bear this 
out. 

Two-thirds of the members cannot 
walk, but Jean Stubbs the Secretary, is 
only lightly handicapped—she won a 
Duke of Edinburgh bronze award for 
swimming—and works in an office. The 
Chairman is 15-year-old Brian Fereday, 
seen above, and the other member of the 
Committee who runs the Club is I9- 
year-old John Evans, who is studying 
accountancy. ‘It is important’ he says, 
‘that spastics should mix with people 
who are not disabled’. 

The ultimate aim is to provide a work 
centre, and here, the Wolverhampton and 
District Society come into the picture. 
They hope to start such a centre ‘within 
the next three years’. 

Incidentally, Mr. Archibald wishes to 
point out that the picture on the Novem- 
ber cover of SPASTICS NEWS was of the 
Smiling Faces members only. 

The Wolverhampton and _ District 
Society’s Christmas Fair raised the mag- 
nificent sum of £295. It was organised 
for the Group by Mr. T. G. Llewellyn. 


How Watford Does It 


I WAS VERY INTERESTED to read the article 
A Drive for Members’ in the October issue 
of SPASTICS NEWS, and felt the many 
questions raised therein are just those 
raised by every Group some time or 
another, and I would like to show how we, 
in the Watford and District Group, try 
to overcome some of these difficulties. 

We are very conscious of the fact that 
the Group consists of people from all 
walks of life, with their own views and 
ideas and own methods for work and 
attaining results. Consequently, we first 
learn that we should work together, pool- 
ling ideas, abiding by majority decisions, 
despite the fact that as individuals, we 
do not always agree. 

Since time began, people have formed 
themselves into groups, for different 
reasons—a common interest, companion- 
ship, social activities, to better an exist- 
ence, to talk, and to criticise. Basic 
reasons perhaps, but there is no account- 
ing for those who join a-Group, for no 
other reason than that their very natures 
prompt them to belong, in order to help 
in some way. Every Group has a nucleus 
of reliable, willing helpers who can, and 
often are, called upon at short notice to 
give assistance, and our own Group is no 
exception. 

We do not mind whether members are 
young, old or ‘middle-aged’—we can 
hardly say to the latter, come back when 
you have retired! 


The Centre is an Incentive 


We are fortunate in having the Watford 
Treatment Centre which provides us with 
an incentive for gaining new members. 
As the Group is committed to raising a 
large sum towards the running costs of 
the Centre, each year, the Centre grounds 
are used for fétes and fairs in aid of 
spastics, and active Group members 
usually enrol the help of neighbours and 
friends on these days, who in turn, if 
not becoming actual ‘paid up’ Group 
members, become interested in the work 
we try to do and offer their services at 
similar functions. 

We also gain new members by inviting, 
by letter, parents of children attending 
the Centre, to Group meetings, which 
are held every third Wednesday in the 
month. This gives them a personal op- 
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‘The best recruiting drive is by 


personal contact’ 


Part of the Watford fund-raising effort is devoted to the United Charities Bazaar in Watford 


Town Hall. 
with Mrs. Pressley (on her left). 


It was opened this year by Miss Ursula Jeans, seen here at the Spastic, stall 


Nine charities participate, and keep the money raised in ‘their own stall, sharing in the 


profits from the refreshments, 


portunity to meet other parents, sharing 
mutual problems, realising that someone 
else cares. I feel we do not always 
achieve the response expected, but if a 
dozen letters are written and only one 
parent actually comes along to the meet- 
ing, we are pleased. 

One of the best recruiting drives can 
be made by personal contact, and we 
have found that some sort of social even- 
ing, to which one may bring a friend, 
works wonders. For instance, we have 
made a point of starting ‘a new season of 
Group Meetings’, with a buffet supper 
with great success. The evening opens, 
for the benefit of new and regular mem- 
bers, with informal remarks about forth- 
coming meetings, and events, which always 
provides some sort of talking point during 
the supper, and interesting the new- 
comers. 

A list of interested persons names and 
addresses, has been compiled, and some 
150 duplicated letters are despatched each 
month to these people, telling them of 


undertaken by the W.V.S. The Spastics’ 


‘stall made £300 


the Groups activities. We feel this ex- 
penditure is worthwhile, because sooner 
or later a meeting or event appeals to 
them, and so they come along. We try 
to cater for all tastes with the inclusion 
of speakers from the Society, visits of 
doctors from local hospitals, film evenings 
(on spasticity or general), socials, whist 
drives, business and progress meetings. 
We also ask our members’ preferences 
as to what they want, or expect from, 
Group meetings. 

One of our greatest drives to interest 
new people during the past three years 
has been the talks and film shows given 
to Women’s Clubs, Young Wives’, Toc. 
H., etc. In the first instance I wrote to 
the General Secretary of the Women’s 
Clubs, asking her to include, in her next 
circular to all the Clubs, the fact that we 
were very willing to attend any meetings 
to give a talk, and/or films, on the work 
and aims of The Spastics Society, with. 
emphasis on what is being achieved 
locally. Similarly, a letter was despatched 
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says Mrs. M. H. Willis 


_ Hon. Secretary, Watford and District 
Group of the Herts. Spastics Society 


to the local Press. The response was 
astounding, and an appointment book was 
then kept by the telephone, to avoid 
overlapping! 

These meetings take place in halls, 
rooms or private houses, and invariably 
the proceeds of a raffle are donated to 
the Group, or afterwards, through the 
post comes a letter of thanks, plus a 
donation. But the real measure of success 
is‘the continued support from these clubs, 
some members of which actively help the 
Group as a result of a talk. For example, 
one club to whom I spoke recently, not 
only gave us the proceeds from that even- 
ing’s raffle, but collect in a large ‘piggy 
bank’ every week, and also donated an 
article of grocery weekly until a box was 
filled to help the Group’s stand at the 
United Charities Bazaar, in which we take 
an active part every year. Another club 
took over a ‘Jumble Sale’ for us, and we 
gained three new members this time. I 


‘INVASION’ BY UNITED NATIONS: A U.N. task force, from the St. Albans 

Branch, U.N.A., 22-strong, invaded the Centre in St. Albans Road, Watford, 

recently. Their mission? to redecorate the place. The youngsters, all between 

16 and 20 years of age, are here seen getting to grips with washing, the ceilings. 

They redecorated the O.T. room, the physiotherapy dept., the washroom and 
. __ the matron’s office—over one week-end 
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know several sources such as these, where 
we can expect, and get, help for the 
Group when needed, and although not 
actually Group members, are of great 
value to us. 

Another way in which we have en- 
deavoured to raise interest in the Group, 
and membership, is the publication of the 
Watford Group Newsletter ‘Insight’, com- 
prising ten pages of news, views and 
articles. This is produced bi-monthly and 
sent to the Mayor of Watford, local 
doctors’ waiting rooms, the Press, local 
schools and an ever-growing list of in- 
terested people as well as Group mem- 
bers. Here again, the publicity gained 
is invaluable, and we have had at least 
seven direct subscriptions for membership, 
one coming as far away as Worthing! 
(Please Worthing do not write for a 
transfer—they are old Watfordians!). 


I write to the Press on every conceiv- 
able topic relating to spastics in the 
Group area, and from a scrapbook that 
has been kept of cuttings and articles, 
realise that the Press more often than not 
print what we have to say. This again, 
constantly keeps the Group’s name before 
the public, as do the ball point pens 
overprinted ‘Watford Treatment Centre 
for Spastics’. 

These are the ways in which we try to 
increase our membership; we are often 
dispirited and dismayed at the lack of 
response, but we have learnt to appreciate 
the odd one or two newcomers, and 
realise that nothing short of a miracle 


will make a hundred join at once. We 
encourage the younger people to take an 
active interest in the running of the 
Group—we have a spastic on the Execu- 
tive Committee as advocated by Dr. Fir- 
man of Nottingham University when he 
spoke at Luton last year—but we also 
have our ‘middle-aged’, from whom the 
younger ones learn the ropes, and the 
older members learn to listen to the 
younger ones. 


Welcome The Newcomers 


It is not always easy for those who have 
worked together for years to offer a 
complete newcomer the same faith in his 
or her ability. Similarly, newcomers, 
though enthusiastic, sometimes hesitate 
to join a committee. I feel it is impor- 
tant that newcomers should be made to 
feel welcome firstly, but not asked straight 
away to tackle an actual job of work. Let 
them feel their feet—if they have been 
interested in coming along in the first 
instance, their hearts are usually well 
placed, and they will probably offer assist- 
ance or accept a job if asked, at their 
next visit. 


As Group members we know that our 
true aim is to help all spastics of all 
ages, both locally and nationally and that 
the way is made easier if there are more 
people to share the work. We should 
never forget that we are almost ambassa- 
dors of The Spastics Society and what 
is done locally reflects on them. 


Enthusiasm 7s infectious, and if we care 
deeply enough, sooner or later, someone 
will be moved when we say, will you please 
help us too? 


Their favourite subject—Pottery 


Mrs. Una Herbert (The Teacher-in-Charge, St. 
Mary’s Hospital, Spastic Unit, Isle-of- Wight) here 
describes the wonderful satisfaction derived 
by her small charges from working with clay 


POTTERY STARTED as an activity at our 
Unit almost accidentally, through the 
enthusiasm of an assistant teacher who 
had had some experience of it and felt 
that it would be helpful to the children. 
A small second-hand kiln and wheel were 
bought cheaply, and work and play with 
clay became a regular feature of the Unit 
curriculum. 

Since that time, it has developed into 
a major interest. The teacher who started 
it all left four years ago, but a local 
housewife with a flair both for pottery 
and for children has come to help volun- 
tarily every week since then, and under 
her guidance the children have acquired 
a good deal of knowledge and expertise. 
Sales of the articles they have made 
have enabled us to buy a larger kiln 
and a wider supply of materials, giving 
more scope for experiment and discovery. 

I think I should say straight away to 
anyone thinking of starting this work, 
that a wheel is really unnecessary; it calls 
for a degree of manual strength and 
muscle co-ordination which is beyond 
the average adult, let alone a spastic 
cnild. A kiln, however (preferably front- 
loading) is really essential. Ours cost 
around £60 and runs off an ordinary 
I3 amp power point. With it, the range 
of possible activities is really limitless. 


Attractive Surprises 


Clay can be modelled, rolled, coiled, 
pressed or cast into moulds; decorated by 
slip trailing, graffito, stencilling, press- 
ing with a variety of objects from buttons 
to fircones or carved blocks of plaster, or 
painting with underglaze colours. Finally 
it can be coloured with an infinite variety 
of glazes (made by adding oxides to a 
colourless glaze); we are cheerfully in- 
exact with our glaze recipes, which would 
not do for a commercial studio, but gives 
unpredictable and often fascinating re- 
sults. Coming into the classroom the day 
after a glaze firing is rather like Christ- 
mas morning—the kiln is so full of 
attractive surprises! 

Most of our children, if asked their 
favourite subject, would certainly say 
‘Pottery’. Its appeal for them, I think, 
is four-fold. 

Firstly, clay is the most obedient and 
malleable of materials, and as such, a 


‘They’re real things, aren’t they’? so says one 
young enthusiast 


source of deep satisfaction to children 
whose physical environment has generally 
proved so intractable to their wishes. 
Our physiotherapist would add that it 
is invaluable also in helping to develop 
hand control and co-ordination, and in 
strengthening the hand muscles. We are 
continually astonished at the way in 
which a boy with athetoid movements has 
gradually learned to master this material, 
producing work of which we would not 
have thought him capable. 


Secondly, there is something intensely 
individual about work with clay; no two 
finished pieces are alike, and one can 
generally guess the author of each at a 
glance, as with handwriting. This makes 
it possible for the children to feel not 
that their work is inferior to anyone 
else’s, but simply that it is different—and 
this can be a source of pride. We have, 
incidentally, lately discovered on one of 
the Isle of Wight beaches, a natural clay 
that casts and fire beautifully. This has 
given the children an additional sense of 
the uniqueness of their work. 


Then, too, there is a kind of magic 
about it which appeals immensely to chil- 
dren. The transformation of a piece of 
raw, shapeless earth into something solid 
and permanent never ceases to surprise 
and delight us. One little boy said happily 
while we were unloading the _ kiln: 
‘They’re real things, aren’t they, Mrs. 
Herbert?’ This, I felt, expressed it per- 
fectly. 

Lastly, and perhaps most important of 
all, pottery enables a handicapped child 
to be a perfectionist (as every craftsman 
should be) without suffering the sense of 


frustration and_ inferiority which more 
conventional activities like needlework 
and carpentry are apt to engender. The 
use of moulds, stencils and natural ob- 


_ jects such as leaves can ensure smooth 


and satisfying shapes in spite of uncertain 
hand movements; and in decoration, 
randomness and irregularity can often 
be turned into advantages. Quite often 
an athetoid child’s work can have, how- 
ever accidentally, an exciting quality 
which makes the work of an ordinary 
child seem pinched and laboured by com- 
parison. Our children can thus be en- 
couraged to look at their own work with 
a sharply critical eye, and to feel that 
they can achieve real excellence, instead 
of being content to accept a second-rate 
standard. 

We have tried to develop this dual 
approach—i.e. of finding (a) ways in 
which unpredictable movements can be 
turned to advantage, and (b) mechanical 
means of eliminating their effects, in 
other fields of activity. For instance the 
nursery class, besides playing freely with 
sand, water and plasticines, also have 
magnetic bricks which, placed approxi- 
mately in position, automatically align 
themselves. The older children do a great 
deal of free painting (and I recommend 
the new acrylic paints for ease of hand- 
ling and for satisfying rich impasto effects) 
and use electric typewriters and calculat- 
ing machines for their academic work. 


An Invaluable Standby 


Other things we have bought out of 
the school fund (an invaluable standby, 
for it gives us maximum freedom to ex- 
periment) are a hand duplicator, which 
the children have learned to operate vir- 
tually unaided, and with which they now 
produce quite a passable School Maga- 
zine; a knitting machine, in the use of 
which our two eldest girls are fast be- 
coming experts (they can knit a scarf 
in half-an-hour and a jumper in a few 
hours); and a small enamelling kiln with 
which they are learning to make jewellery. 

If I have digressed unduly from the 
title subject I apologise; nevertheless, I 
think there is a common factor to all 
these activities. It is that they all help 
the children to produce, not something 
that is surprisingly good considering their 
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Some objects call for imaginative ex- 
periments with glazes 


handicap, but something that is good by 
any standards. 


When they use mechanical devices, 
it is as tools, not machines; the dis- 
tinction here has been well expressed by 
Ananda Coomaraswamy, who says that a 
tool, however complicated, enables the 
workman to make well what is needed 
and in the making of which he can de- 
light; whereas a machine, however simple, 
itself controls the kind and quality of 
his product, and in fact the workman 
himself. 


What it all comes to is this: we have 
learned that our children are as aesthetic- 
ally responsive as unhandicapped chil- 
dren—sometimes more so; that they find 
deep satisfaction in individual creative 
activity; and that although they are still 
children, and therefore these activities 
occupy only a portion of their school day, 
and they have had no training from ex- 
perts, yet they can produce things of 
intrinsic merit which find a ready sale. 


Satisfying Work 


I cannot think that these things will 
cease to be true when they leave school. 
Other school-leavers may enter dead-end 
mechanical employment, and at least find 

compensating satisfactions in hobbies, 
sports, travel, and eventually in marriage 
and children. Ours, obviously, are far 
less likely to do so, and for them it is of 
correspondingly greater importance that 
their work, which will be of central im- 
portance in their lives, should be satisfy- 
ing. I do not mean to accept lightly the 
meaninglessness of the jobs so many 
young people are obliged to do; to quote 
Coomaraswamy again, ‘in the final analy- 
sis, if there are any occupations that are 
not consistent with human dignity, or any 
things intrinsically worthless, such occu- 
pations and manufacturers must be 
abandoned by a society that has in view 
the dignity of all its members.’ But this 
is a vast and intractable problem; at least 
ours is on a smaller scale, as well as 
being more crucially important for the 
people concerned. 

At any rate, I hope that this account 
of our school experience will do some- 
thing to underline the importance of 
creative work in the lives of handicapped 
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Things like cups and jugs can be made 
without the use of a wheel 


people, not as a ‘frill’, but as an essen- 
tial part of their daily life; and that it 
will suggest ways in which this need can 
be met. There must be hundreds of 
handicapped young people who, thanks 
to the efforts of the Society and the en- 
lightenment of local authorities, are 
enjoying a happy, varied and stimulating 
school life which they will soon be leaving 
for sheltered workshops and _ training 
centres. Don’t let us condemn their often 
intelligent minds and lively sensibilities 
to a life sentence of filling detergent 
bottles or sorting screws. 


Much thought obviously needs to be 
given to the whole- question of how to 
reconcile the need for creative and worth- 
while employment with that of economic 
soundness and a workmanlike attitude. No 
sensible person would deny the psycho- 
logical importance to a handicapped per- 
son of a genuinely-earned pay packet, or 
would wish to see him making lop-sided 
baskets or unevenly woven rugs which 
are bought if at all, only out of charity. 
It would be absurd to suggest that no 
problem exists, at any level, in the re- 
conciliation of individual needs with the 
demands of society. But I do believe 
that once the problem is recognised as 
real, the brains and imagination will be 
found to solve it. 


—— HOLIDAY ADDRESSES 


The Holiday Address List is 
now available for 1967. It is in- 
tended as a guide to the many 
types of holiday accommodation 
in England and Wales suitable for 
spastics and contains details of 
holiday homes, hotels and guest 
houses, children’s homes, bunga- 
lows, caravans and holiday flats. 


To obtain a copy of this new 
booklet, please apply to the Holi- 
day Organiser, The Spastics 
Society, 12 Park Crescent, Lon- 
don W.1. 


‘We must use 
our time fruitfully’ 
says RICHARD TALBOT 


IN SOME PEOPLE’S OPINION spastics have 
‘All the time in the world’. They think 
that all our days must drag tediously on 
while we watch the hands of the clock 
move slowly round. 

The true picture for most of us is very 
different. For one thing the every day 
tasks such as washing, shaving (I have 
given up this one and grown a beard), 
and feeding, etc., take us longer than an 
unhandicapped person. 

For myself, I often find the days far 
too short for all I should like to do. Some- 
times when I was a child I did not know 
how to spend my time. My mother used 
to put half of my toys away for a few 
weeks, and then bring them out fresh. 
This was a great help. 

After learning to read I found my time 
much more fully occupied, but being a 
fairly slow reader, for every book I read 
I should like to read a thousand. The 
well-known saying ‘The more you learn, 
the more you realise how little you know’ 
is only too true. Some school leavers, in- 
cluding some spastics, think their edu- 
cation is complete at the age of I5 or I6. 
They then complain of being bored. Edu- 
cation should be a life-long process, en- 
riching all our days. 

Writing or typing are two other activi- 
ties that take up much of our time. Those 
of us who can only express our thoughts 
on paper very slowly find it much easier 
to dictate our letters, etc. This is con- 
demned by some people as the lazy way 
out. One wonders how they would enjoy 
typing one word per minute! 

Much time can be spent enjoyably 
listening to the radio or watching tele- 
vision, and although these can be great 
time wasters, they can also, used wisely, 
be a great source of information and 
pleasure. 

Nearly all of the activities mentioned 
can be done on one’s own, but of course 
it is important for us spastics to spend 
much of our time in the company of our 
fellow human beings, to discuss ideas, 
and to widen our field of interests. We 
must try to not only be talkers, but 
always be ready to listen to others, and 
to help them with their problems if it is 
possible to do so. 

Those of us who play chess find this 
a stimulating and fascinating hobby, but 
to be able to take part in any suitable 
game such as draughts, dominoes, and 
many card games is a great and welcome 
change from our more solitary and pas- 
sive pursuits. 


A New Colour Film — 


RIDING FOR THE DISABLED 


(Reviewed by the Editor) 


A NEW HALF-HOUR DOCUMENTARY made by 
the Advisory Council on Riding for the 
Disabled, was previewed in early Decem- 
ber. 

Shot in colour, and written and pro- 
duced by Mrs. Kay Moseley, it shows in 
a straightforward manner how the dis- 
abled, spastics, polio sufferers and others, 
can add a new dimension to their lives by 
pony-riding. 

The Advisory Council, which was only 
set up 18 months ago with a promise from 
six centres to participate in the scheme, 
now has 23 affiliated member-groups, 
either specifically to assist the disabled 


to ride, or else Riding Clubs with mem- 
bers ready to volunteer for the job. In 
most cases, it requires three helpers per 
rider, one to lead the pony and a helper 
walking on either side. 

As with ordinary tuition for children, 
the accent-is on building up the confi- 
dence of someone who may normally be 
confined to a wheelchair or crutches, and 
so everything is done in a calm, unhurried 
manner. The mounts are picked out from 
many that are offered to the Centres by 
private owners and they naturally have 
to be very quiet and well-behaved. 

The film showed how the ready co- 


— and the pleasures of riding 
described by BILL SMITH (Ponds Home) 


QUITE A FEW OF THE ACTIVE members of 
the ‘family’ at Ponds have been fortunate 
enough to go to riding lessons at the 
Radnage House Riding School on the 
other side of High Wycombe. The school 
is set in a village and large, open green 
fields surround it. It usually takes us 
about half-an-hour to drive there. The 
most terrifying part of the journey is when 
the coach driver changes gear on a very 
steep hill. 

As soon as we arrive we get the at- 
mosphere of riding. We can see horses 
grazing in the field—it is a wonderful 
experience. We then mount our horses 
one by one—Nigel and I go outside to 
mount from a block. We are more ad- 
vanced than some of the others as we 
have been learning for two years, so that 
sometimes we can go into the woods. 
Soon we get into the rhythm of our 
horses, and we are away! Riding through 
the woods is a wonderful sensation, and 
we see everything from the added height 
of horseback. We were lucky enough to 
ride along the original Oxford/London 
road, and I like to think of all the stage 
coaches which have travelled along it in 
years gone by. 

On one occasion when we rode through 
woodland we found it terrifying as well 
as enjoyable, because we had to duck 
while we were trotting under the branches 
and lean back when we went down steep 
banks. It was a real autumn afternoon, 
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the trees were turning colour and the 
birds were singing away. My horse was 
not too keen to go on and I had to keep 
giving it a kick. Sometimes we got into 
mud, and I got some straight in my eye 
when we went through a puddle. The 
huge ruts left by a farm tractor had to 
be crossed by the horses, and we felt 
sure we would tumble off. Soon it was 
time to make our way back and dismount. 
We remember many such pleasant rides 
through the woods and fields in all 
seasons of the year. 

For those members of the ‘family’ who 
do not see very much of the countryside 
because they are chairbound, it gives a 
feeling of satisfaction to know they have 
teen able to enjoy a new experience, This 
above everything else is something which 
all spastics long to do. 

I can fully recommend riding lessons, 
especially for handicapped people, be- 
cause as well as being enjoyable it is 
very good exercise. Most of the ‘family’ 
find it relaxes their muscles and they feel 
better for it afterwards. I do anyway, 
even though I grumble sometimes. - 

However, I feel I must stress the point 
that the lessons are given entirely volun- 
tarily, and I think all members of the 
‘family’ at Ponds would like to thank 
everybody connected with the Radnage 
Riding School and all those very kind 
people who give up their time to come 
to teach us. 


operation of a saddler in fitting special 
hand-holds on a saddle, and in design- 
ing a webbing belt could overcome many 
of the problems of getting on, staying on 
and getting off for those with little use 
of their legs. 


Riding has been tried out for the last 
ten years at many centres in this country 
and on the Continent as a prescribed form 
of therapy for the disabled and with 
happy results. 


Youngsters look forward to their weekly 
‘lessons’ with great eagerness, partly, I 
am sure because in this case, the helpers 
communicate their own enthusiasm and 
love for ponies and riding, and partly 
because of the feeling of a gentle rhythm 
conveyed by the animal moving along. 


Apathy, boredom and lack of interest 
in life, after all, are the bogeys that have 
to be tackled all the time, and it is clear 
that riding has a tremendous psycho- 
logical effect to the spirit of the disabled 
person that perhaps complements and ful- 
fils the aims of the other therapies. Even 
gravely autistic children derive benefit 
from this activity—as was shown in the 
film. 


Altogether, it was a very creditable 
effort and should be much help in pub- 
licising the objects of the Advisory Coun- 
cil which are: ‘To advise and assist those 
concerned with the relief of disabled 
persons through the provision of horse 
and pony riding, subject to the consent of 
their medical advisers, the promotion of 
their well-being, both mental and physical, 
by training, recreation and rehabilitation 
through riding and investigation of the 
effects of horse and pony riding for the 
above purposes’. 


Distinguished Committee 


The Council is under the wing of the 
British Horse Society, at 16 Bedford 
Square, London, W.C.1, and Lt.-Col. P. 
Gell is the Chairman. Brig. W. A. C. 
Anderson, the Director of the B.H.S., is 
Treasurer, Dr. B. R. D. Wilson, of St. 
Thomas’s Hospital, is Vice-Chairman 
and the Secretary, to whom enquiries 
should be addressed, is Miss Jane Wyke- 
ham-Musgrave, Poultmoor Farm, Barns- 
ley, Cirencester, Glos. She has a list of 
all the centres in the country that can 
take disabled riders. Mrs. Sheila Shaw 
(Chairman, Mid-West Riding for the 
Handicapped Group), took an active part 
in the film which she modestly claimed 
only showed ‘some of the things that can 
be done’. 


The Council stresses that their work is 
carried out in the closest collaboration 
with the medical profession, physiothera- 
pists and the horsemasters, in the hope 
of disproving the old adage that a horse 
is ‘dangerous at both ends and uncom- 
fortable in the middle’. 
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EDITORIAL 


1.Q. and all that 


ie a recent Regional Conference held 
in Sunderland, Bill Hargreaves 
touched upon the question often raised 
about the proportion of spastic people 
who were known to be of below average 
intelligence, and mentioned that the figure 
had been put as high as 75 per cent of 
the spastic population. “To quote this 
figure gives an erroneous view of the real 
position’ he said—‘how many people of 
the general population are below average 
intelligence? As the average intelligence 
quotient was given as 100, it follows that 
there are many millions of ordinary 
people who suffer from this so-called 
‘handicap. The reason why this was prac- 
ticably unnoticeable is because they are 
merged in the population as a whole’. 


‘So far as the spastic is concerned, 
however, the position is highlighted 
merely because of our physical disability, 
and many are therefore known as physic- 
ally disabled and below average intelli- 
gence. I wonder just how many people 
in the average population would care to 
be known as physically non-handicapped, 


but below average intelligence? At the 
recent *62 Club Conference at Notting- 
ham attended by some 200 spastic people 
representing a cross-section of the spas- 
tic population, and because they were 
all physically handicapped, the range of 
intelligence was not noticed, in the same 
way as it is not noticed in the physically 
non-handicapped populace, the people at 
the Conference therefore gave a _be- 
haviour pattern which was the same as 
for the general population’. 


THE ADVISORY PANEL 


The Advisory Panel which was formed 
to discuss new ideas and policies to do 
with the 62 Club organisation as a whole, 
held their first meeting in October, and 
was attended by Adrian Wright from 
Bristol, Susan Nash from Bedford, Ron 
Firman from Nottingham, Stanley Riches 
from Norwich, Pam Metherell, Mr. Har- 
greaves, and Mr. and Mrs. West from 
London. Let us hope that through the 
formation of this panel, the consolidation 
of all ’62 Clubs will become complete. 


SUNDERLAND ’62 CLUB: Our picture was taken on the occasion of Bill Hargreaves’ visit to 

their Committee when he discussed the problem of Programme Planning. Afterwards refresh- 

ments were served in the true ’62 Club fashion. The picture shows Chairman Jean Stubbs 

(centre), Hon. Secretary, Mary Grummett, and one of the Committee members doing the 
: washing-up afterwards 
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INDEPENDENCE 

Talking about consolidation, Indepen- 
dence creeps once more into the picture, 
and at The Society’s recent A.G.M. I 
very shakily rose during question time 
and put the following question concerning 
the 62 Club organisation: 

‘As I understand it, we are a free or- 
ganisation responsible to ourselves and 
that each club is organised and run by 
its own independent committee. May I 
ask firstly, how independent are we? and 
secondly, how do we fit into The Spastics 
Society as a whole? 

‘Then I went on to say that I asked this 
because some clubs are worried by the 
attitude of some of the local groups, who, 
while paying lip-service to the idea, when 
it comes to ultimate authority tend to 
wield the big stick’. The question was 
answered by Mr. James Loring (Asst. 
Director Services) and although I am not 
able to quote his precise answer, here is 
more or less what he said:— 

The ’62 Club organisation is part of 
the central services provided by The 
Society, and operate within the charity 
registration of The Spastics Society. The 
62 Clubs are independent of the local 
Groups but it was important that both 
sides should co-operate. 

So after four years, we are without a 
doubt on the map (officially) and now 
that we have entered 1967 we can look 
forward to another year in which we hope 
considerably to widen our horizons, and 
make sure we stay on the map. M.W. 


VY 


I DON’T THINK I’m meant to write the 
story of my life in 500 words, but just to 
enlighten you about the sort of person 
who has become Mr. Hargreaves’ assist- 
ant. When I look back on all the dif- 
ferent types of work I have done, I 
wonder how it fitted me to do the work 
I’m doing now? I think it has, in so 
much as it helps me to meet all sorts of 
situations without going under! 

I trained as a nursery nurse and had 
to face many crises, e.g. bathing a baby 
while being watched by a formidable staff 
nurse, and you all know what its like 
being overlooked, but I never dropped a 
baby at any rate. 

After I trained, I had the most fright- 
ful exam. where I had to write for three 
hours on a wobbly desk. Can you imagine 
a spastic holding on to a desk whilst 
trying to answer questions in a limited 
time? Then I worked in the nursery at 
Carlson House School for Spastics in 
Birmingham, for five years which I en- 
joyed immensely. 

From there I went to a Sunshine Home 
For Blind Children in East Grinstead. 
The children, because they couldn’t see, 
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Miss Pamela Metherell at her desk in Fitzroy Square 


accepted me but very often told me that 
I shuffled and asked if I had got any- 
thing in my mouth when I talked. 
Amongst the funny happenings there was 
this story: the headmistress believed in 
the children having as much experience 
as possible, so when the pet hamster 
died the teacher thought it would be a 
good opportunity to give the pupils an 
idea what happens when people die. We 
had a grave and a wooden cross with 
Susie’s name on it in braille. Much later 
in the day one little boy, who had. been 
very thoughtful, turned to the teacher and 
said, ‘Miss, what happens to the last 
person on earth, who buries him’? 

I spent the next two years working in 
hospital in the children’s wards. I had 
many terrifying times in those two years. 
Up to this time I could only feel secure 
as long as I worked alongside the same 
people, and most important was to sit by 
the same person at meal-times. In hos- 
pitals that just doesn’t happen, with 
nurses coming and going. For the first 
month I went through agony every meal- 
time, but one day I gave myself a good 
telling off and got over that. 


Variety has 
been the spice 
of my life 


says 
PAMELA METHERELL 
Assistant Club Organiser 


I also managed to dole out a spoonful 
of medicine without putting it up the 
patient’s nose! I got used to standing to 


‘attention when the matron appeared. It 


was in this work that I got used to meet- 
ing and working with different people and 


_learnt the art of putting people at ease 


when I’m slopping liquid all over the 
place! 

For the last two years I have worked 
in a college for blind girls, as an assist- 
ant matron. Although I had by now got 
over the terror of new things, I still had 
to scheme how to get round things. But 
by now I was given more responsibility, 
and if there’s one thing I thrive on, its 
responsibility. Part of my work at the 
college was to escort the girls who were 
agéd from II to 19 to different hospitals 
to see specialists, and almost every time 
we had to have a meal. It wasn’t always 
easy to go to a restaurant with waitress 
service, and I know that a lot of us would 
go without a drink rather than struggle. 
On some occasions I had as many as 
four blind girls to escort, so I had to 
devise a method of getting the drinks to 
the table without too much mess. This 
was achieved by following behind one 
another like a caravan. I found that be- 
ing with older girls was yet another new 
experience, which I enjoyed very much. 

In between all the work I have talked 
about, I have been a nanny. I quite en- 
joyed this, but I found it a lonely job 
and missed being with people. I looked 
after a little boy in the south of France 
for one of my holidays, but I only knew 
how to say ‘yes’ and ‘no’ in French, just 
enough to get by with I think. 

I think perhaps that I had better men- 
tion that it wasn’t all work and no play; 
apart from the ’62 Club (of course), I 
have had a try at dress-making, millinery, 
French, old-time dancing, and I nearly 
forgot, my favourite, horse riding. My 
father, who is an expert rider, used to 
have hysterics when I went home after 
each lesson and told him all that I had 
done. It would have made a super 
comedy film. 

In conclusion I think that one of the 
important things that I have learnt is, 
that if one can develop one’s personality 
is diminishes one’s handicap in the sight 
of other people. 
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Are we Spasties still in our shelis2? 


THOSE THAT READ THE NEWSPAPERS and 
listen to the wireless, or even watch tele- 
vision ought to be aware of the fact that 
Britain is in a grave economic crisis. Our 
political leaders tell us that the British 
‘Must get off their backsides’, work hard 
and get more export orders, thus helping 
the balance of payment. Putting it in 
simpler language we have overdrawn and 
now we are in debt to other countries. 
Something must be done to rectify this 
Situation as quickly as possible or we go 
under! 

Before I sat down to write this article 
I heard on the the news that there are 
now I.9 per cent of our working popula- 
tion out of work. This means nearly two 
persons out of every hundred are un- 
employed. Every day this figure will rise 
because employers are unable to find the 
money to keep so many employed. 

It is abundantly clear that this situa- 
tion cannot go on for much longer and 
something must be done quickly to put 
a stop to it. It is high time that every 
person living in this country, regardless 
of race, who is of an age to work should 
take a long cool look at himself and ask, 
‘What am I doing to help my country out 
of this mess’? 

Whether a person is handicapped or 
‘non-handicapped, spastic or non-spastic, 
it is his or her duty to pull their weight 
and put Britain back on its feet. Every 
spastic, like the rest of the community, 
must accept the challenge and take this 
opportunity to show not only our fellow- 
countrymen but the whole world what 
we can do if we try. 

Are we spastics still in our shells? Are 
we like the snail who, at the slightest 
confrontation, disappears into its shell 
and is sometimes dashed to pieces by its 
enemy and then consumed? Or have we 
left our shells behind and are prepared 
to combat the difficulties of life and there- 
by live an active and useful existence? 
Every spastic’s handicap varies slightly, 
but all of us should persevere until 
success is achieved. This may mean a 
tremendous effort both mentally and 
physically by us to reach this goal. Many 
people will fail to realise the difficulties 
the handicapped person has to face to 
do this and feel there is often no desire 
to pull their weight. There are, of course, 
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asks STUART D. TURNBULL 
(Hon. Secretary Bath and Bristol ‘62 Club) 


in a hard-hitting appraisal of the national situation 


a few who are sympathetic and under- 
standing. Surely, does it matter what 
others think if we know we are doing our 
best? God will know better and He will 
see we reap our reward in Heaven. 

To be honest with ourselves we have 
to admit that as we are so used to being 
waited on and spoon fed, there is a ten- 
dency to sit back and let others do the 
work and take it all for granted. As a 
result our outlook becomes short-sighted 
and our future unprepared for. 

On reading these remarks you may well 
think to yourself, what have I in life to 
work for? My job is uninteresting and has 
no incentive for a higher standard of 
production. I cannot get a better job be- 
cause I am a spastic! This may well be 
true; there are still many people who look 
upon the handicapped person as useless 
and unable to do a job of work. They are 
not prepared to give us a try. Their 
argument is that persons like ourselves 
are not capable of doing a job so well 
as an unhandicapped person and there- 
fore are not a practicable proposition. 
Time and time again this theory has been 


BLACKPOOL ’62 CLUB: Judith Crawshaw, the lively Hon. Se 
Blackpool ’62 Club, cheerfully buying a raffle ticket. 


proved wrong as often the handicapped 
person has been more conscientious than 
other people. I think this is because we 
are aware of our disabilities and realise 
we have to work that much harder in 
order to compete with others. If every 
spastic can prove this, employers will 
soon see it is worthwhile employing us. 

In the modern day posters and tele- 
vision play an important part in the adver- 
tising of products. There is one poster 
that has just recently been published 
which reads ‘It is your duty to buy 
British’! I am British and I long for the 
day when my country is able to sell her 
goods without such a poster. I may be a 
rebel, but I do not intend to buy British 
unless the product is good, well-made 
and worth its price. If my country is to 
Stay great we British, whether handi- 
capped or not, British by birth or British 
by nationality must get down to doing 
our job honestly and well. 

We spastics have an important part to 
play in this, so let us come out of our 
shells and do our very best to help over- 
come this economic crisis. 


vy 


cretary of the recently formed 
This was the first time the Club 


Organiser had visited the club, and he was most impressed by their desire to be as indepen- 


dent as possible, and the excellent and happy relationship that they 


had with the local 


Group of The Spastics Society 
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£67 FROM 2d. DANCES: Five pupils from the Highan Lane High School, Nuneaton, made a 
round trip of 200 miles to 12 Park Crescent so they could personally hand over the £67 they 
had raised at school in aid of spastics. They are pictured here handing their cheque to Mr. 
Noel. Lyster-Binns (Asst. Director Appeals and Information). (L. to R.): Pravin Kunar, 12; 
Sheila Harvy, 16; Wilfrid Walker, 16; Duncan Plester, 11; Rosemary Chatwin, 11. They raised 
the money by selling Christmas seals and by organising lunch-time dances at school. The 
admission price to each dance was 2d., and music was provided by a record-player, They then 
had just enough time to see the Christmas lights and the West End store windows before 
taking the return train home 


Barry Carpenter of the North West London Group organised a glamorous party of Mini-Santas to take a 

Christmas Tree from Spitalfields to Fenchurch St. Station. They are: Lynda Green, Jill Dalton, Marie 

Coughlin, Daffodil Pell, Alex Barwell, Carole Webster, Ann Isaacs, and Vickie Carey, some of whom 

work at Park Crescent. They collected for Spastics on the way, and at the time of writing over £100 

has been collected by volunteers at the station. There is also a Penny Pool which will remain at the station 
into the New Year 
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ON STAGE 


‘The Alien Child’ 


Mrs. Weatherill’s Nativity Play at Coombe Farm 
reviewed by the Editor 


ONCE AGAIN ESTHER WEATHERILL has 
done the trick! In a couple of months, 
and despite illness, she has written and 
produced a- Nativity Play for Coombe 
Farm that was well worth seeing. 


A large cast consisting of six residents 
of Coombe Farm, over 30 pupils from 
the Grandison College—and two donkeys, 
was deployed with great skill and con- 
siderable dramatic effect. The stage in 
the Assembly Hall had been extended in 
an apron beyond the proscenium arch by 
P. Stacey, and the wise men, the shep- 
herds and others were able to move freely 
through the audience during the play. 


Play Within a Play 


Mrs. Weatherill had cleverly devised 
a plot that was a play within a play, The 
spastic residents were seen enjoying a 
Christmas Eve party, opening presents 
and playing games, when they are dis- 
turbed by a dark-skinned stranger and his 
wife who have answered an advertise- 
ment for a flat. 

When the housewife, ably projected by 
Miss B. Smith, sees that they are 
foreigners she point-blank refuses to have 


them. However, in the gloom cast over 
the atmosphere by this incident, someone 
turns on the television and then we see 
the age-old Nativity Story re-enacted 
before our eyes. 

But Mrs. Weatherill managed to invest 
her characters with such amusing dia- 
logue and real individuality that the 
whole show was refreshingly alive. Her 
young actors and actresses entered whole- 
heartedly into the spirit of the affair and 
King Herod’s menaces were really blood- 
curdling. The make-up and costumes were 
both well done by V. Bolton, J. Edmunds 
and S. Moore and the stage director was 
Mr. C. Oddy, the speech therapist, who 
also took the part of ‘The Stranger’. 

Needless to say, the message of Good- 
will on Earth gets through to the selfish 
revellers and the housewife agrees to let 
the strangers shelter in her house. 

The ladies in the party, Miss A. 
Holder, Miss G. Cullis, Miss P. Fagg and 
Miss V. Watson, all spoke their lines 
clearly and well, and the men, T. Davey, 
J. Luty and R. Chapman conveyed their 
differing characteristics most ably. 

Mrs. Weatherill must be congratulated 
on a most imaginative and pleasing show. 


A MODERN PARABLE 


ENTER A STRANGER, LEFT: the Christmas revellers, Miss Holder, Miss Cullis, Miss Fagg and 
Miss V. Watson, and Messrs. T. Davey, J. Cuty and R. Chapman question ‘The Stranger’ and 
’ his wife, who come asking for shelter 
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—and three 
successful 
productions at 
Thomas Delarue 


ON THE EVENING of December 2nd and 
3rd, the staff and students combined to 
give public performances of three plays to 
delighted and appreciative audiences. 

The first play, ‘Call Me Auntie’, was a 
comedy written by one of the senior 
students, James Woodward, and told how 
two jail-birds returned to the scene of 
their crime to rescue the loot they had 
hidden in the chimney. The treatment 
they received from the lonely and whim- 
sical occupant of the house (Auntie) gave 
an amusing twist to the story. The play 
was produced by Mrs. Elsden-Smith and 
all the parts taken by senior students. 

Next came the turn of the Housemums. 
In “Anti-Clockwise’ by Muriel and Sydney 
Box, Mrs. Outteridge gave a convincing 
portrayal of the wilful and querulous 
Aunt Clare who drove her patient, over- 
worked niece (Miss Brooker) to despera- 
tion. Mrs. Outteridge also acted as 
producer. 

In the interval which followed refresh- 
ments were served in the outer hall and 
this gave us all a chance to mingle with 
our visitors whilst we sampled amongst 
other things the delicious mince-pies and 
sausage rolls made by our cook. 

Once again back in our places, we 
were transported to fairyland where the 
unsuspecting Babes (David Lane and 
Gwendoline Kelly) wandered hand-in- 
hand about the woodland glade; where 
fairies did a charming chair-dance and 
Fairy Foxglove (Rosamund Maxwell 
Browne) used her magic spells to frus- 
trate the greedy schemes of the wicked 
Uncle (Christopher Day). The lyrics were 
a combined effort. I found the rhymes 
most entertaining and the many allusions 
to Delarue were quickly taken up. The 
music for the pantomime was specially 
composed by Mrs. Ellwood and the pro- 
duction was by Mrs. Elsden-Smith. 

Our congratulations and thanks go 
both to those who took part and to all 
those who worked so hard behind the 
scenes. It was rewarding that on both 
evenings there was a full house and the 
proceeds from the sale of tickets, pro- 
grammes and refreshments amounted to 
£80. The profits will be used to buy cur- 
tains for the stage. Ann Clifford Smith. 


cis a ast SSE "a el ee 
ADVERTISEMENT 


June Reed, 33 Upper Broomgrove Road, 

Hastings, does very nice work on her 

knitting machine, and would be grateful 
for orders. 
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the Stars 
in their 
Courses .. 


News of the 


STARS ORGANISATION 
FOR SPASTICS 


collected by 


‘THE CALLBOY’ 


I AM LOOKING FORWARD. to visiting the 
residents at Wakes Hall for their Christ- 
mas party which is to be attended by 
many members of the S.O.S. and guests 
from the surrounding area. The Mar- 
chioness of Tavistock will be there for 
her first visit to Wakes Hall and she will 
be accompanied by David Jacobs, Vera 
Lynn, John Horsley and other members 
of the Management Committee. Full de- 
tails in the February issue. 


* * * 


Over 1,000 Guests at S.O.S. Ball 


HE MARCHIONESS OF_ TAVI- 

- STOCK, with her husband and 
David Jacobs, received the guests attend- 
ing the twelfth annual Stars’ Ball at 
Grosvenor House on Monday, 5th Decem- 
ber. As usual everybody made a bee-line 
for the tombola organised by Vera Lynn 
and the lady members of the S.O.S. 
where many fabulous prizes including a 
T.V. set, tape recorder, two radios and 
two Moulton bicycles, were waiting to 
be won. Vera Lynn was most surprised 
when a gentleman who won one of the 
bicycles said he would like to give it 
back to her and instead he would take a 
long-playing record. 

At the end of the tombola over 1,000 
guests sat down to a most enjoyable 
dinner. There was only one short speech 
at the end of the meal which was made 
by the Chairman, David Jacobs, who 
thanked all the guests for again support- 
ing the work of the S.O.S. and in 
particular drew their attention to the pro- 
gramme where the story of one of the 
residents of Wakes Hall was printed. He 
said that this short story showed very 
clearly the reasons for the S.O.S. con- 
tinuing to raise money in order to help 
spastics who are still on a long waiting 
list hoping for a place in a centre. 

After dinner a new B.M.C. Mini Super 
was raffled. The tickets were limited to 
30 and were sold at £25 each and the 
lucky winner was Mr. Lord whose wife 
was even more delighted as her husband 


was giving the car to her. The tickets for 
the Mini had gone so quickly that another 
raffle was organised for a thirteen-foot 
speed boat, complete with a 4o h.p. en- 
gine, remote control, trailer, towing line 
and water skis. The winner proved to be 
Dennis Lotis who, with his wife, had a 
large table at the Ball. 

Immediately the raffles had been drawn 
David Jacobs took over the mike to in- 


-troduce the cabaret which was produced 


by Dick Hurran. The Beat Girls led off 
with a very colourful and exciting num- 
ber followed by the sensational Bal Caron 
Trio who were seen by so many television 
viewers when they took part in the Royal 
Command Performance. Everyone waited 
with bated breath to see who the star turn 
of the evening would be and amid thun- 
derous applause David Jacobs introduced 
Tom Jones who enchanted his audience 
with a very varied range of songs in- 
cluding ‘It’s Not Unusual’ and as a finale 
the ‘Green, Green Grass of Home’, his 
latest hit, which he had to sing a second 
time before the audience would let him 


go. 
* * * 

Music for the evening was played by 
Johnny Howard and his band and the 
Mike Cotton Sound and Lucas, with 
Colin Beaton of the Eve Club playing 
throughout dinner. The floor was still 
crowded at 3 a.m. when the Ball finished 
and everyone agreed that the evening had 
been one of the best. 


THE LADIES HELP WITH THE TOMBOLA AT GROSVENOR HOUSE. (L. to R.): Elspeth Gray, Pat Jessel, Beryl 
Te Wiata, Jean Aubrey, Rodney Cook, Maudie Edwards, Vera Lynn, Sheila Stapleton, Allan Freeman, Sylvia Syms, 
Pierre Picton, Joanne Moon, Derrick de Marney, Jane Horsley, Gaie Sharples, and Jill Picton 
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The Marchioness of Tavistock, who has taken over the Presidency of the S.O.S. from the 
Countess of Westmorland, was at Grosvenor House to receive the guests, accompanied by 
the Marquess and David Jacobs 


* 


I RECENTLY took a train to Brighton to 
meet Alan Melville. He very kindly 
knocked over a beacon at the White 
Hart, Cuckfield. This is the second col- 
lection made in this very charming old 
English pub and both Alan and I spent 
a very pleasant evening in the company 
of the landlord and his wife, Mr. and 
Mrs. Mitchell and their customers. 


PRESENTATION TRAY 


On Lady Westmorland’s 
retirementfrom her Pres- 
idency of the S.O.S., the 
members each donated 
towards a silver present- 
ation salver, seen in the 
picture on the right. 


It was engraved with 
the names of all the mem- 
bers, and showed her 
term of office from 1956- 
1966. The salver was pre- 
sented to her at the 
S.O.S. Annual General 
Meeting in November by 
Vera Lynn, as the first 
lady chairman of the Org- 
anisation, who expressed 
the members’ gratitude 
and appreciation. 
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* 


JEAN AUBREY once again knocked over a 
beacon at the Prince of Windsor in the 
Old Kent Road. This was the second 
collection donated by the customers of 
this house and Mr, and Mrs. Skelton 
made us most welcome. Jean went round 
all the bars having her photograph taken 
with the many people present and at the 
end of the evening drew the winning 
raffle tickets. 


FOR LADY WESTMORLAND 


Here 


and 
There 


Welwyn Garden City Fair 

AS REPORTED BRIEFLY in our November 
issue, Wilfred and Mabel Pickles, accom- 
panied by Jean Aubrey and Stephanie 
Voss, and Stars’ Organisation for Spas- 
tics Secretary, Sheila Rawstorne, visited 
Welwyn Garden City Group’s annual 
Michaelmas Fair which was held in the 
College of Further Education. 

This function, which is one of the 
Garden City’s Autumn high spots, has in 
the past ten years raised nearly £6,000 for 
spastics. This year the results were par- 
ticularly good and £700 was raised. 

Of this £100 each was sent to the 
Wilfred Pickles School and Wakes Hall 
and £25 to Colwall Court as a tribute 
to the assistance from the Stars. £175 
was retained for local welfare and £100 
sent to Watford Treatment Centre. In 
addition £50 each was sent to Sherrards 
Training Centre and Ingfield Manor. £50 
each to Dene Park and to the local Men- 
tally Handicapped Society, all of whom 
had helped local spastics. 


Mr. T. J. Davidson 

WE REGRET that in the December issue, 
the late Mr. T. J. Davidson’s initials were 
incorrectly printed. He was, of course, 
Chairman of the East Sussex Group from 
1962-1964. Our sincerest sympathy goes 
to his widow. 


Viscount Knollys 

WE REGRET to announce the death of one 
of our distinquished patrons, Viscount 
Knollys. 


Bedford and District Reach 
their Target 

THE LARGEST AMOUNT ever taken at a 
bazaar at Bedford Corn Exchange, of 
£1,300, was taken by the Society at their 
annual Christmas Bazaar. The money 
will be used in the running of the Dray- 
ton House Centre. That is only part of 
the cost, but a wonderful effort just the 
same. 


Wine and Cheese Party 

Over 100 PEOPLE from West Wiltshire 
and Somerset attended Bath and District 
Spastics Society wine and cheese party 
on Ist December, at Abbey Church 
House, Bath, which raised about £60 for 
Society funds. The cheese was supplied 
free by Unigates of Trowbridge. 
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Baby Bath Liner 
This Baby Bath Liner is made by the St. Monance Pillow Co. 

Ltd., 4 West Street, St. Monance, Fife, Scotland, and has been 

assessed and has been a help to a spastic parent who writes:— 

‘It helped a great deal in the early months after my baby was 

born. I found I was unable to bath baby without it, and I 

hope it will prove as useful to other handicapped mothers as 

it has done for me’. 

There was a criticism that the bath liner became slimy later 
on, but the manufacturers who I have contacted, are, however, 
prepared (for handicapped mothers only) to add to the product 
a special material that will overcome this. 
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Safa-Bath Seat 


John Whitcher seen here having a bath in the new Safa-Bath 
Seat, which can be bought in most large stores, retail price 
69s. 11d., or by discount through this office. It has a strong, 
sturdy, non-tip frame and the strong plastic material in which 
fohn sits can be removed from the frame for replacement 
if necessary. In most baths the seat supports the child approxi- 
mately 2in. from the bottom of the bath. 

John’s mother writes:— 

‘I have found this seat most useful for fohn and he loves tt 
and pulls himself forward on the front bar, a thing he has 
never done before. As a matter of interest I also used the 
seat upside-down ini the lounge so that fohn can reach 
toys on the floor. I hope that I shall be able to do this 
in the garden weather permitting. He seems quite happy 
for a short while and it makes a change from sitting in a 
chair or lying on the floor’. 

Safa Products, 29 Clarence Road, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey. 


Compiled by 
N. D. B. Elwes 


Wingfield Junior Bed Frame and Desk 
This Wingfield Junior Bed Frame and Desk was designed 
for the Wingfield Hospital School, Oxford. It measures 10in. 
by 17in. and costs £6 12s. Od., or with a magnetic desk, 
£8 Os. Od. from The Hand Loom Centre, 59 Crest View Drive, 
Petts Wood, Kent. 
The Headmistress of the Hospital School writes:— 
‘We have found these tables most useful for children with 
varying handicaps, including spastics. The table can be 


easily adjusted and used in several positions for children 
in bed’. 
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Iwe Helmet 
This Iwe Helmet is manufactured by Havelock Europa Ltd., 
Havelock Walk, London, S.E, 23, and costs 19s. 6d. Iit has 
been assessed by the head Occupational Therapist at the Centre 
For Spastic Children, Cheyne Walk, London, S.W.3, and she 
writes:— 
‘This is a very good light helmet which gives adejzuate 
protection to children who have a lot of minor falls, e.g. 
ataxics, but it is felt that-it would not be effective against 
a sudden major fall. It is difficult for a child to dislodge 
it accidentally, but the foam is not quite thick enough to 
protect against a real bang’. 
The helmet is made with foam rubber contained in pink or 
blue cotton covering and can be washed in a washing machine 
and spun dry. 


The photograph on the left shows Troy at the White Lodge 
Centre, from where I hear that he continually bangs his head 
against the sides of his cot. They report that they find the 
helmet very useful and effective. 


Sol Whitby Pram 


I am sometimes asked which 1s_ the 
longest pram made. Here is a picture of 
it, It is the Sol Whitby pram made by 
Marmet Ltd., Letchworth, Herts. Its 
length with extension is 444in. and costs 
30 guineas. 

The wheels are detachable from the 
frame, and the frame is detachable from 
the body of the pram, so the whole unit 
can be broken down to fit into or on top 
of quite a small car. I am approaching the 
Ministry of Health and I have hope that 
that they will permit this pram on pre- 
scription. 
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BOOK REVIEW: Music Therapy 


‘A significant contribution by 
Juliette Alvin’ — the Editor 


(Published by John Baker, 30 s. Illustrated) 


THIS BOOK BY JULIETTE ALVIN, continues 
and complements her earlier volume, on 
‘Music for the Handicapped Child’, but it 
is in a sense a pioneering work in its field, 
which deserves serious attention. 

She has brought together many strands 
in her story; she has delved into the 
magical origins of music and its use in 
healing in ancient times, and collected 
together the experiences of many modern 
teachers and medical men concerned with 
the intractible problems of the disabled 
in mind and body. 

She has also attempted to separate 
and evaluate those more intangible ele- 
ments in music of rhythm, pitch, har- 
monic intervals and so on, both for the 
performer and the listener. One of the 
most encouraging chapters deals with 
music-making by those who may be 
handicapped emotionally. as well as 
physically and mentally, Here the teacher- 
pupil relationship expands to enable the 
pupil to take part in small groups singing 
or playing, and later allows the member 
of that group who may be in a part sing- 
ing quartet, or a percussion or wind sec- 
tion, to become part of the larger en- 
sembles of choir or orchestra. 


MUSIC : 


NATURAL HISTORY 


NAAN AAA AANA AAA AANA SANA AANA SANAAASAASAASNAAAAASANASAAANARARAAAAAAARRAAAT 


~~ 
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ART 
FABRIC COLLAGE 


Opportunity to spend a week studying 
one of these subjects under expert tuition 


Sixth Annual Residential 


SPRING COURSE 


Writtle, Nr. Chelmsford 
March 3lst - April 8th 


Ground floor sleeping accommodation 
and adequate nursing help available 


Details from 
Essex Physically Handicapped Association 
80 Broomfield Road, Chelmsford 
Telephone 57309 


SSSA AAAAAANAAAANAANANAAAAA AANA AANA AAAI AANA ANA ANA AAA AAAI I AAANA RIAA ARIANA 


Once interest has been aroused in the 
music for its own sake, a patient who may 
have very anti-social tendencies of aggres- 
sion or destructiveness begins to relate 
his behaviour to that of the group joined 
together to make music, and becomes 
correspondingly eager to fit in and do his 
best—not for the sake of an outside world 
he feels to be critical or hostile, but for 
the sake of sounds that he likes, and the 
approval of a group by whom he wishes 
to be well thought of. 


Mysterious Regions 

But above and beyond these practical 
considerations, music therapy has the 
power to enter the mysterious regions of 
the soul and there to work its magic; it 
can agitate and inflame the tranquil as it 
can soothe the troubled breast. This we 
know, but where the concrete application 
to, say a hemiplegic or a diplegic comes 
in is less clear and Miss Alvin does little 
to enlighten us. 

She does state that the aesthetic beauty 
of a piece of music does not necessarily 
have any relation to its usefulness as 
therapy; it is more significant whether it 
is gay and lively, or languorous and mel- 
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ancholy, tuneful or atmospheric. She i 
perhaps on less sure ground in cate 
gorising some music as manly and othe 
as feminine. 

Another aspect which she notices bu 
which is not exactly new is that the feel 
ings associated with a particular Piece o 
music may well determine whether a giver 
person likes or dislikes it. But, of course 
if the music therapist can trace the source 
of the association to some unpleasant ex. 
perience then it has a definite value ir 
treatment. 

But if the average music teacher ha: 
also to be skilled in psychology and con: 
versant with the other therapeutic dis- 
ciplines, it seems unlikely that there wil 
be many music therapists about for some 
time to come. 

To judge by the letters received in this 
office, most spastics have at any rate one 
taste in common with the rest of the 
world—namely, the Beatles; whether ‘thi: 
is a reason for hope or despair, I wouldn’t 
know, but it could be argued that they 
are the witch doctors of a new crypto- 
tribal civilisation, and as such, a neces- 
sary evil. 


Midland Association’s 
Helping Hand 


Youth Club 


THE FINAL ITEM on this term’s social 
services programme by the Helping Hand 
Youth Club for teenage spastics was 
held on Friday, 16th December, when a 
party for Senior Citizens was given by 
the members. Twenty-four old people 
from the Harborne area were invited 
to the party and each was given food 
parcels which will be paid for from 
money raised as a result of an Open 
Evening held a few weeks ago. 

Other items of the programme have 
been the sending of a Christmas parcel 
to the Coast School for Physically Handi- 
capped Children, Mombassa, Kenya, a 
donation to the Birmingham Hospital 
Broadcasting Association, a contribution 
to the Homeless Families Christmas 
Weekend at Windmill House and many 
individual acts of service. 

The major item in the community ser- 
vice programme for next term will be 
directed towards a special appeal in con- 
nections with the Barnes Close Youth 
House at Chadwick Manor Estate, near 
Bromsgrove. 


UHEAAUOVEUEOONTOQEGUOUANNOUOUOUEOOOUAUOUOOOOUEAUOUAUODNOUOUEONOUOUEOEOUOUOOEOEOEEUE! 
ADVERTISEMENT 


‘Make Your Own Rug. Complete Kit for 

27in. by $4in., 25s.; 36in. by 72in., 37s. 6d. 

S.a.e., Samples Winwood Textiles, 
Kidderminster’. 
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(Courtesy: Walthamstow Guardian) 


‘EVERY LITTLE HELPS’—so says Mrs. R. F. 

Bloomfield, of 73 Salop Road, Walthamstow, 

who at the age 67, is a familiar face collecting 

for the Group. Her grandson was born 

spastic. In the past two years, although she 

had had a stroke, she has kept on and col- 
lected over £80 


THANKS TO THE SHOPS 
Dear Editor, 

May I express through your pages my 
appreciation of those shops which keep 
open after hours at the Christmas season 
for the benefit of handicapped people. 
None but those who cannot get about 
easily, and who rarely enter a shop, can 
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TEAM WORK FOR PRINCESS MARINA’S PRESENTATION: The fine silver salver in a 

mahogany casket, seen above, presented to our Royal Patron when she opened the Trevor 

Lloyd Hughes’ Centre, were the work of 18-year-old Michael Chope and 17-year-old Clifford 

Haynes, respectively, both pupils at Delarue School. 

The salver, made out of a sheet of silver was made under the supervision of Mr. E, Hayes. 

The final touch was the red velvet lining to the casket made by the school’s needlework class, 
under Mrs. D. M. Edwards 


know the joy of being able to make their 
own purchases. 

Yours sincerely, MURIEL DELL (Miss), 
108 Whitaker Road, Derby. 


THE PASSION PLAY 
Dear Editor, 
Mr. Linton Edwards’ article on his 
Austro-German holiday was very interest- 
ing, but it is not strictly true to say that 


the Oberammergau Passionsspiel takes 
ten years to produce. 


The fact is that many years ago Bavaria 
was oOver-run by a plague, but Omeram- 
mergau is completely cut off by moun- 
tains, and in those days there were so 
few travellers that no-one entered or left 
the valley till the plague had passed, and 
thus the village escaped completely. The 


(Continued overleaf) 


A USEFUL DEVICE FOR THE JIG-SAW FAN 


F959 WIGS +S ic 
Ng PE | Spree ds 


Diagram of Jig-Saw Puzzle A 

Tray fixed battens round 

the edges A and B and 

moveable battens at C, 
D, E, F 


SOME OF YOUR READERS are sure to like 
doing jig-saw puzzles. My daughter loved 
trying, but her unsteady hand would dis- 
turb that part of the puzzle already done 
when inserting the next piece—so she 
found the pieces and somebody else in- 
serted them for her. A simple piece of 
equipment enabled her to complete the 
puzzle on her own. 

A baseboard of plywood with beading 
screwed or glued on two sides. Then you 


need two more pieces of beading which 
are pegged on the baseboard to form a 
frame to suit the puzzle being attempted. 
This is easily done by drilling the beading 
and baseboard through so that a match 
stalk or nail can be pushed through the 
two to hold snugly in position. If the 
puzzle is then built up from the outside 
inwards, quite an unsteady hand can 
gradually coax the pieces into position. 
Frank Bentley. 
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Letters (Contd) 


inhabitants were so grateful that they 
vowed to enact the Passion every ten years. 
This has been continued down the cen- 
turies, with the exception, I believe, of 
1940. 

The men of the village who are chosen 
to take part neither shave nor cut their 
hair during the year of the play, and they 
go to such realism that the man who plays 
Christ is usually unconscious when 
lowered from the Cross. 


Yours faithfully, J. L. Woop, Prested 
Hall, Feering, Kelvedon, Essex. 


WOLF CUBS WHIP-ROUND 


Dear Editor, 

The 10th Wood Green Cubs have been 
collecting pennies for their Christmas 
‘Good Turn’. At our Entertainment 
Evening we asked those present to help 
us fill our jar with any pennies that were 
weighing their pockets down! 

The result was the £2 sent herewith 
which the Cubs have decided they would 
like to give to Spastic children at Christ- 
mas time. No doubt you can see that 
this money reaches the right people for 
us, Many thanks! 


Cheerio for now, ‘AKELA’ (Miss Valerie 
Darvell), 28 Marlborough Road, Wood 
Green, N.22. 


Editor’s Note: Thank you, ‘Akela’, and 
please thank your generous Cubs, their 
donation will certainly be put to good use. 


NORWICH CHIROPODIST’S BRIGHT IDEA: Intrigued by the possibility of balancing pennies 

on a pint pot, Mr. E. Steward-Anderson of Unthank Road, Norwich, has made a collection in 

his surgery that makes over £100 per year. With him (L. to R.) are Mr. G. E. Howard (Hon. 

Sec., Norfolk and Norwich S.A.), Mr. H. Boreham (Vice-Chairman), and the Lord Mayor of 
Norwich, Ald. H. Perry 


Care of Lights and Wiring by A. C. WILSON 


As the dark evenings are now with 
us, those of you who have motor 
vehicles, don’t forget to check 
your lights and wiring. It is not 
pleasant to have them failing miles 
from home. Be careful when doing 
this job not to pull the wiring out 


SUBSCRIPTION FORM 


for SpAstics NEws, the official monthly journal of The Spastics Society covering 
every aspect of its work and its Affiliated Societies. 


Please send me Spastics NEws every month until further notice at the annual 
subscription rate of 11s., including postage, starting with the.. .............-.--. issue. 


I enclose a cheque/Postal Order herewith. 


NAME: 


(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE) 


ADDRESS: 


(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE) 


Cut ouT and send to: 


THe Epiror, SPASTICS NEWS, 12 Park Crescent, London, W.1 
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be oe 


of place when removing the lights 
or loosen the earth points. 
First remove the light and unclip 


‘the connection to the light. Then 


remove the bulb and by holding it 
up tothe light and giving it a gentle 
tap with the finger make sure the 
filament is not broken. If so then 
the bulb will have to be replaced. 
Test all your lights in this way and 
then get a friend to stand at the 
rear of your car to check that when 
you apply the brakes your brake 
light is working. 

Go over your vehicle and exam- 
ine the wiring for cracks or wear 
and tear. Ifthe wiring is not in good 
order then replace the worn cables 
with new ones, following the same 
pattern of wiring as the old. It is 
a good plan to spray the wiring 
with a sealing spray such as Holts 
Damp Start. There are other pro- 
ducts too, all about 6/- a can, and 
one can should be enough. 

As condensation is set up on 
cold days; if the wiring is not 
covered with a protective seal on 
top of the normal covering damp 
seaps into smali cracks and into 
cabling at joints which reduces the 
efficiency of the battery and can 
cause short circuiting. It is a good 
plan to carry a couple of spare 
bulbs with you in the winter in 
case any of your bulbs fail when 
out on a journey. 
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EVMIPLOYMENT 
NEWS 


Among the many interesting items of 
employment news received recently, the 
appointment of ACHIBALD SAVAGE 
from Glasgow, to the responsible post of 
Technical Tracings Controller of the 
Spares and Service Division of Messrs. 
G. & J. Weir, Ltd. (Glasgow), is noted 
with great pleasure. Mr. Savage has had 
what may reasonably be termed a back- 
ground of varied employment experience, 
and, on his achievement of this position, 
we send our sincere congratulations for 
his continued success. 


SHEILA BROWN from Gilling East, 
has changed her job and is now working 
at Chingford Hospital. 


GEORGE BRYAN from Leicester, has 
been doing canteen work in the Civil 
Service since August last. 


PAUL COLEMAN from Hailsham, who 
recently completed a course of Further 
Education at Dene Park, is working in 
the Stores Department of a local firm of 
Light Engineers. 


ERROL DIXON from Brockley, who 
trained at Sherrards, is now working at 
Remploy. 

JOHN FARRELL from Chelmsford, who 
trained at Sherrards is employed by 
Walter Jamieson Ltd., on electric solder- 
ing work. 


BILLIARDS AND SNOOKER 6 @ @ 


JANUARY, 1967 


SUSAN FOSTER from Durham who 


trained at the Chester Office Training 
Centre, is working on a trial basis in the 
Treasurer’s Department at County Hall, 
Durham. 

PETER GARNER from Leicester, who 
trained at Sherrards, has started work for 
Messrs. J. Goddard Ltd. His duties in- 
clude cleaning and polishing tins. 


SHIRLEY GILBERT from London, who 
trained at Queen Elizabeth’s College, 
Leatherhead, is working on a trial basis 
as a Hollerith Punch Card operator for 
Associated Portland Cement Manufac- 
turers. 

COLIN GRAYDON from Newcastle, is 
working as a night security man for the 
Metal Box Co. Ltd. 


JEAN HALL from London, who recently 
completed a course of Further Education 
at Dene Park is now doing postal work. 


MICHAEL HILLS from Arlesey, who 
trained at Sherrards, is now doing light 
assembly and soldering work for The 
Curry Group in Hitchin. 


RICHARD KILHAMS from Rustington, 
who recently completed a course of 
Further Education at Dene Park, is work- 
ing as a machine operator for Tedding- 
ton Autos. 

MAUREEN KNOX from Neston, who 
completed a course of floristry at Flint- 
shire School of Horticulture, has been 
working for some time at Ness Gardens, 
Ness, Wirral, which is a section of the 
Botany Department of Liverpool Univer- 
sity. 

DEREK MARTIN from Aylesbury, has 
changed his job and is now working)jon a 
stamp cancelling machine for Green 
Shield Stamps. 


10th Imperial Club, Cliff Street, Mexborough, Yorks F. Rea 
llth Southey Social Club, Southey Green Road, Sheffield fF. Rea 
llth York Burton Lane Club, Bootham Crescent, York K. Kennerley 
12th Skipton Workmen’s, Keighley Road, Skipton, Yorks J. Rea 
13th Birkenshaw Liberal, 10 Town Street, Birkenshaw, nr. Bradford F. Rea 


16th 
17th 
18th 


Bulls Head Hotel, Gorton Road, Reddish, Stockport 
Haydock Social, Penny Lane, Haydock, St. Helens 
Grimsargh Club, Grimsargh, Preston 


7. Gardner and 7. Rea 
}. Gardner and F. Rea 
J. Gardner and Ff. Rea 
7. Gardner and. 7. Rea 

7. Gardner and 7. Rea 


#. Gardner and 7. Rea 
7. Gardner and 7. Rea 

K. Kennerley 
F¥. Gardner and F. Rea 
}. Gardner and F. Rea 
F. Gardner and F. Rea 
¥. Gardner and F. Rea 


F. Rea and K, Kennerley 


19th Dane St. Social, Dane Street, Rochdale 
20th Gidlow Labour, Beech Hill, Wigan 
21st Ellesmere Golf Club, Old Clough Lane, Walkden, Lancs #. Gardner and #. Rea 
23rd Howley Hall Golf Club, Scotchman Lane, Morley, Leeds 
24th Leeds Trades Club, Upper Fountain Street, Leeds 
24th Rochdale Catholic Club, Ann Street, Rochdale 

25th Almondbury Workmen’s, Almondbury, Huddersfield 
26th Ossett Side St. Workmen’s, Tolson Street, Ossett, Yorks 
27th British Legion, Hilderthorpe Road, Bridlington, Yorks 
28th Yacht Club, 22 South Marine Drive, Bridlington, Yorks 
30th Hopkinstown Club, Hopkinstown, Pontypridd, S. Wales, 
31st Nantymoel Social, The Square, Nantymoel, Glam., S. Wales 
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F. Rea 


CHRISTINE McMILLAN from Bed- 
ford, who recently completed a course 
of Further Education at Dene Park, is 
now doing clerical work for Messrs. 
Robinson Rentals Ltd. 

JOHN MOODY from Southwick, has 
been employed for some time by Metal 
Components Ltd. at Shoreham, 
MARION NICHOLAS from Bristol, who 
trained at the Chester Office Training 
Centre, is working in the typists pool at 
Messrs. W. D. & H. O. Wills. 

TERENCE SMITH from Bromley, has 
changed his job and is now working as a 
gardener in Bromley Garden Centre. 
TURNER THORNILEY from Bramhall, 
who recently completed a course of 
Further Education at Dene Park, is now 
employed as an apprentice saddler. 
ANTHONY THORNTON from Ilmin- 
ster, is working temporarily as a porter 
in a departmental store near the Penarth 
Hostel where he is living. 

ALLEN WALLIS from Betchworth, who 
recently completed a course of Further 
Education at Dene Park, is employed as 
an engraving machine operator by a firm 
near his home. 

CAROLE WALTON from Darwen, has 
been doing inspection work for a firm in 
Blackburn for some time. 

SHEILA WARD from Wallasey, who 
trained at Sherrards, is employed on 
packing work at Scotia Flour Mills in 
Birkenhead. 

GRAHAM WEBB from Steventon, who 
recently completed a course of Further 
Education at Dene Park, is now doing 
clerical work in the office of the family 
business. 

ALAN YOUNG from Balham, has 
changed his job and is now working at 
Remploy in Croydon. 


(Courtesy: Blackburn Times) 


Former Women’s Professional Champion, 

Miss Joyce Gardner, in play during an ex- 

hibition match played at Queens Park Work- 

ing Men’s Club, Blackburn, for the benefit of 
spastics 
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SCHOOLS AND CENTRES ADDRESSES 


Schools 


THE CRAIG-Y-PARC SCHOOL 
Pentyrch, Nr. Cardiff. 
Telephone: Pentyrch 397. 
Headmistress: Mrs. C. M. Kearslake. 


THE THOMAS DELARUE SCHOOL 
Starvecrow, Shipbourne Road, Tonbridge, 
Telephone: Tonbridge 4584. Kent. 
Headmaster: Mr. G, D. C. Tudor, M.A. 


INGFIELD MANOR SCHOOL 
Five Oaks, Nr. Billingshurst, Sussex. 
Telephone: Billingshurst 2294. 
Headmistress: Miss E. M. Varty. 


IRTON HALL SCHOOL 
Holmrook, Cumberland. 
Telephone: Wasdale 202. 
Headmaster: Mr. John Nelson. 


THE WILFRED PICKLES SCHOOL 
Tixover Grange, Duddington, Nr. 
Telephone: Duddington 212. Stamford. 
Headmaster: Mr. R. A. Pedder, J.P. 


MELDRETH TRAINING SCHOOL 
Meldreth, Nr. Royston, Herts. 
Telephone: Melbourn 771. 
Principal: Mr. G. H. Crabb. 


Assessment Centre 


HAWKSWORTH HALL 
Guiseley, Leeds, Yorks. 
Telephone: Guiseley 2914. 
Principal: Mr, J. D. Johnson. 


Adult Centres 


AGRICULTURAL WORK CENTRE 
Thorngrove House, Gillingham, Dorset. 
Telephone: Gillingham 641. 

Warden: Mr. A. G, King. 


WAKES HALL (S.O:S.) 
Wakes Colne, Nr, Colchester, Essex. 
Telephone: Earls Colne 476. 
Warden: Mr, E. L. Chapleo. 


PRESTED HALL & THE GRANGE 
Feering, Kelvedon, Essex. 
Telephone: Kelvedon 482. 
Acting Warden: Mr. R, D. Smith. 


COOMBE FARM 
Oaks Road, Croydon, Surrey. 
Telephone: Addiscombe 2310. 
Warden: Mr. E. Udall, M.A. 


PONDS HOME 
Seer Green, Beaconsfield, Bucks. 
Telephone: Jordans 2398/9. 
Warden: Mrs. C. Brown. 


BUXTON CENTRE: ‘THE BEDFORD’ 
St. John’s Road, Buxton, Derbyshire. 
Telephone: Buxton 3541. 

Warden: Mr, D. H. Simpson. 


JACQUES HALL CENTRE 
Bradfield, Nr. Manningtree, Essex. 
Telephone: WIX 311. 

Warden: Mr, V. P. Devonport. 


DARESBURY HALL 
Daresbury, Nr. Warrington, Lancs. 
Telephone: Moore 359. 
Warden: Mr, F,. W. Bellman. 


KYRE PARK HOUSE 
Tenbury Wells, Worcs. 
Telephone: Kyre 282. 
Warden: Mr, W. R. Barley, R.D. 
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Further Education Centres 


DENE PARK |. 
Shipbourne Road, Tonbridge, Kent. 
Telephone: Tonbridge 5101/2. 
Principal: Mr. P. K. Mayhew, M.A. 


OAKWOOD CENTRE 
High Street, Kelvedon, Essex. 
Telephone: Kelvedon 208. 
Acting Warden: Mr. R, D, Smith. 
Tutor/Organiser: Mr. E. E, Doherty, 
B.A., B.Mus. 


Holiday Hotels 


ARUNDEL PRIVATE HOTEL 
23 The Leas, Westcliff-on-Sea. 
Telephone: Southend 47635. 
Manageress: Miss E. Fifield. 


THE BEDFONT HOLIDAY HOTEL 
Marine Parade West, 
Clacton-on-Sea, Essex. 
Telephone: Clacton 25230. 
Warden: Mrs. J. P. R. Molyneaux. 


S.0.S. HOLIDAY HOTEL FOR 
SPASTIC CHILDREN 
Colwall Court, Bexhill. 
Telephone: Bexhill 1491. 
Manager: Mr, G. H. Marsh. 


Family Help Unit 


THE MOUNT 
Elm Bank, Nottingham. 
Telephone: Nottingham 66271-2. 
Warden: Mr. P, E. Habieb. 


SOUTHFIELD 
290 Wilbraham Road, Manchester, 16. 
Telephone: Manchester-Chorlton 2348. 
Warden: Mr. J. B. Arnold. 


Staff Training Centre 


CASTLE PRIORY COLLEGE 
Thames Street, Wallingford, Berks. 
Telephone: Wallingford 2551. 
Principal and Director of Studies: 
Mrs. J. W. Knowles, B.A. 


Industrial Centres 


CHESTER OFFICE TRAINING CENTRE 
Western Avenue, Off Saughall Road, 
Blacon, Cheshire. 

Telephone: Chester 26987. 


Stockport Branch 
Granville House, Parsonage Road, Heaton 
Moor, Stockport. 
Telephone: Heaton Moor 8776. 
Principal: Mrs, V. S. Parker. 


BIRMINGHAM HOSTEL AND 
SHELTERED WORKSHOP 
Broadstones, Broadstone Road, Off Mead- 
way Sheldon, Birmingham 26. 
Telephone: Stechford 6532. 
Hostel Manager: Mr. A, T. Walker. 


Meadway Works, Garretts Green Lane, 
Birmingham 33. 

Telephone: Stechford 6081. 

General Manager: Mr. R. G. Miller. 
Works Manager: Mr, H. Cragg. 


SHERRARDS 
Digswell Hill, Welwyn, Herts. 
Telephone: Welwyn Garden 22125. 
Principal: Mr. V. King, M.I.Prod.E.., 
M.1.Wks.M. 


Schools Affiliated to 


The Spastics Society 


BIRKENHEAD SCHOOL 
43 Shrewsbury Road, Oxton, Birkenhead. 
Telephone: Claughton 2583. 
Headmistress: Miss B. Kennedy. 


BIRTENSHAW HALL SCHOOL 
Darwen Road, Bromley Cross, Bolton. 
Telephone: Eagley 230. 

Headmaster: Mr. D. A. Hiles. 


DAME HANNAH ROGERS SCHOOL 
Ivybridge, Devon. 
Telephone Ivybridge 461. 
Headmistress: Miss B, G. Sutcliffe. 


PERCY HEDLEY SCHOOL & CENTRE 
Forest Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne 12. 
Telephone: Newcastle 66-5491/2. 

General Secretary: Mr, G. H. Crowther. 
Headmaster: Mr. D. D. Johnston, 
M.A., M.Ed. 


ST. MARGARET’S SCHOOL 
Coombe Road, Croydon, Surrey. 
Telephone: Croydon 1434. 
Headmistress: Miss M. A. Budd. 


Hostels 


BRISTOL HOSTEL 
Elphick House, 180 Ashley Down Road, 
Horfield, Bristol 7. 
Telephone: Bristol 46573. 
Housekeeper: Mrs, C, A. Barling, 


CHESTER HOSTEL 
5 Newton Lane, Hoole, Chester. 
Telephone: Chester 21730. 
Housekeeper: Mrs. D. L. Pealing. 


EASTCOTE HOSTEL 
8 Sunningdale Avenue, Eastcote, Ruislip, 
Middlesex. 
Telephone: Pinner 1166. 
Housekeeper: Mrs. M. E. Scott. 


NORWICH HOSTEL 
403 Unthank Road, Norwich, Norfolk. 
Telephone: Norwich 52649. 
Housekeeper: Mrs, E. Tidman. 


PENARTH HOSTEL 
Mena House, 78 Victoria Road, Penarth, 
Glam. 
Telephone: Penarth 57693. 
Manager and Manageress: Mr. and Mrs. 
R. A, Martin. 


THORNTON HEATH HOSTEL 
215 Melfort Road, Thornton Heath, 
Surrey. 
Telephone: Thornton Heath 9155, 
Housekeeper: Mrs, A. Harrington. 


WOODFORD HOSTELS 
24 Glengall Road, Woodford Green, Essex. 
Telephone: Buckhurst 1151. 
Housekeeper: Miss E, A. Taylor. 
6 Snakes Lane, Woodford Green, Essex. 
Telephone: Ivanhoe 0406. 
Housekeeper: Mrs. B. Landall-Smith. 


SPASTICS NEWS, JANUARY 1967 


youre looking for an all-purpose 
transit wheelchair that’s light (36 Ib.) 


folds easily and quickly 


has such commonsense features as 
adjustable, removable footrests, 


detachable padded armrests (available 
in alternative arm heights at no extra 
cost) with provision for fitting a tray 


is built with a real understanding of 
disabled people’s problems 


incorporates, for example, 24"’ wheels 
with cushion tyres and 8" castors for 
easy manoeuvrability 


and a fully chromed finish that’s easily 
cleaned 


costs only £37- 18-6 (carriage extra) 


and is backed by a nationwide sales 
and spares network 


GET A VESSA 


VESSA LIMITED, PAPER MILL LANE, ALTON, HANTS. 


Telephone: Alton 2294: and at Queen Mary’s Hospital, Roehampton, London S.W.15 
A member of the VOKES Group 
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